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Figs. 3, 4, 7 - Sollasites falkandensis n. sp. 3) Holotype USNM 240459, proximal 
view. Sample 327A-19-2, 15 em, X 5000. 4) Paratype USNM 240460, distal view. 
Sample 327A-19-2, 120 em, X 5100. 7) Paratype USNM 239529, phase-contrast 

and crossed-polarized light. Sample 327 A-19-2, 15 em, X 2100. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: A large species of Sollasites with a solid oval-shaped central platform. 

On the proximal surface of the platform can be traced the outline of one cross 

bar in the minor axis of the ellipse and one in the major axis. The latter is 

flanked on either side by two cross bars subparallel to the major axis which bend 

outwards along the platform margin. The extremities of the cross bars intersect 

the rim along prominent sutures visible in the light microscope. 

Description: The monocyclic distal shield is composed of 50 to 60 radial and 

slightly imbricate elements. On the proximal surface, the traces of the cross 

bars of the central platform consist of a double row of granules. The extremities 

of the two outer cross bars turn out sharply where they intersect the rim so that 

their outlines are similar to a recurved archer's bow. The distal surface of the 

platform is covered by long laths parallel to the long axis of the coccolith. 

Size: 10 f.Lm . 
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Remarks: 

S. falklandensis is readily distinguished from S. horticus (STRADNER, ADAMIKER 
& MA.RESCH) by its larger size and larger number of elements (50-60 as opposed 
to 32-44 for S. horticus, the solid platform, the recurved outer cross bars, and 
the prominent sutures visible in the light microscope where the cross bars join 
the shields. 

Type level: 

Albian. 
Occurrence: Common to abundant in the lower part of the earlymiddle Albian of 
Holes 327 A and 330 on the Falkland Plateau where the presence of this species 
marks the Sollasites falklandensis Subzone of the Prediscosphaera cretacea Zone. 

Type locality: 

Falkland Plateau. DSDP leg 36. Sample 327A-19-2, 15 em. 

Depository: 

U.S. National Museum, Washington D. C. 
Holotype: USNM 240459; paratypes: USNM 239528, 239529, 240458, 240460. 

Author: 

Filewicz M. V., WindS. W. and WiseS. W. in Wise S. W. and Wind F. H., 1976, 
p. 311; pl. 50, figs. 6, 7; pl. 64, figs. 2-4. 

Reference: 

Mesozoic and Cenozoic calcareous nannofossils recovered by DSDP Leg 36 drill
ing on the Falkland Plateau, southwest Atlantic sector of the southern ocean. 
Initial Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 36, pp. 269-491, 89 pls., 
3 figs., 7 tbs. 
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